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letters, Vollard wrote asking for sculpture. There was even a
letter from the rich B^ziers collector M. Fayet who hoped to be
able to arrange, for the following year, an important exhibition
of Gauguin's work,
Gauguin had no longer any profound regard for his Brittany
canvases and considered them "digested/* He did not wish
any to be included in the proposed exhibition. It was now
solely on his work in Tahiti and the Marquesas that he counted*
What had preceded it was not what he wished to be considered
as representative of him. He was not anxious for the public
in their uncomprehending way to have the opportunity of
continuing to wish that he had remained faithful to his early
Breton manner.
His feud with the Mission continued, but had resolved
itself into a chronic mutual mistrust. Gauguin was, without
doubt, an embarrassment to them, for the islanders had
discovered that they could go to him for advice, and receive it,
while the Mission considered that they alone had the right to
impart strictly censored information to them. Gauguin did
nothing that the Mission could hold against him legally. They
were forced to wait and hope that sometime, if he went too
far in his championing of the islanders, it would be possible to
expel him from the island.
There was one exchange of courtesies, however, that came as
a diversion and afforded Gauguin the opportunity of a full
display of the familiar anti-clerical polemics of the time.
He wrote, while his energy for painting was low, a treatise of
about a hundred pages which he entitled "The Modern Spirit
and Catholicism/' It amused him to see a certain resemblance
between the teaching of the Gospels and contemporary scientific
thought and thence to contrast what appeared to him to be the true
with the dogmatic interpretation of the Gospels by the Catholic
Church, an interpretation which seemed to him to be the cause of
the scepticism and hatred that the Church sometimes inspired*
It was so near the separation of the Catholic Church from the
State in France, that no Frenchman who lived through the